
 

 

A reminder that next Wednesday we are hosting a 

meet the teacher evening with a difference! This year 

teachers will be in their room from 5-6pm to meet you, 

learn about you and form some quality relationships. 

We would love for everyone one to come in and feel 

welcome as part of our school family. From 5-7pm we 

have the Big Screen Company bringing their truck with 

a giant screen to play a movie. So feel free to bring the 

family, play some games, watch the movie, socialise 

with other families eat some dinner and make some 

connections with our wonderful staff.  

As promised in my end of year speech - this year is 

about change and having fun. The staff we have 

employed have added a great deal of knowledge, 

mana and positivity to our school which will flow on to 

your children’s classes and aligns with where we want 

to head with our vision and curriculum. There is now a 

behavioural expectation plan for our students that we 

hope to cut out some of the name calling, physical 

contact, swearing or behaviours that don’t fit with our 

Catholic or School values.  Attached to this newsletter 

are our behavior documents so you can see what steps 

we have in place to deal with these behaviours.  

Generally we have the most amazing, loving and caring 

students and I am proud of who they are and where 

they as people are going and where our school is 

headed! 

 “Act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with your 

God” Micah 6:8 

Chris Steffensen – Acting Principal 
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Tena koutou katoa,  

 

Week 4 already and what an eventful week we have had! We 

were extremely lucky to have avoided the wrath of Cyclone Gita 

but we can’t escape the fact that we have many students at 

school whose families would in some way have been affected by 

this.  Whether it was in the Pacific Islands or closer to home in 

Nelson, the West Coast or further south our thoughts are with 

you at this time. A small prayer to offer with you – God, in the 

wake of this torrential storm and cyclone bring peace and order 

to our friends and families not only in the Islands, but in New 

Zealand too. For those who have lost homes, bring safety and 

hope. For those injured, bring healing. For those who have been 

terrified, bring them peace. We ask this through Christ, Amen. 

 

Our thoughts also go out to James Metcalf-Burton who is a Year 

5 student in the Senior Syndicate. James was born with only one 

kidney and is now having issues with functioning properly. He 

was whisked away last week to Hutt Hospital to receive 

treatment. We sincerely hope James can receive the treatment 

he needs in a quick and timely manner so we can see his 

cheerful face around school. On Friday next week we will be 

holding a Sausage Sizzle and Mufti Day in his honour. All monies 

raised will be given directly to his family to help with the 

financial burden of being away from home. Room 2 has also 

been writing letters and cards to James to brighten up his 

hospital room. We will keep you updated with how he is 

progressing. 

 

On February 13, a talented group of acrobats, dancers, singers 
and craftsmen from the Heilongjiang Longjiang Opera 
Performing Arts Centre came to St Joseph’s School in Upper 
Hutt for a morning of exciting, authentic Chinese cultural 
workshops and performances. Organised by the China Cultural 
Centre in New Zealand and part of the “Happy Chinese New 
Year” series of events, the performers were specially selected 
by the Department of Culture of Heilongjiang Province and 
Shandong Province to come and share traditional Chinese 
intangible cultural heritage displays and performances. 
Intermediate students were involved in workshops in which 
handicraft artists shared their unique traditions of paper-cutting 
art, embroidery, Peking Opera face mask painting, fish scale art, 
block printing and Chinese kite making.  

After the in-class workshops the entire school gathered outside 
to watch a brilliant line-up of dancing, singing and martial arts 
acts. Wang Dequan wowed both students and teachers by 
carefully balancing and juggling a ceramic jar on his head.   



Safety Reminder 
 
A Drop Off and Pick Up zone was established outside the school on Pine Ave in Term 1 2017.  This is an area for 
parents/caregivers/whanau to stop, offload or pick up their child for no longer than 5 minutes and continue on 
their way.   
 

 
 

There are broken yellow lines between the crossing and the P5 Loading Zone sign (the beginning of the Drop 
Off Zone).  Do not stop in this area. 
 

 
 
 

Please keep ALL children safe outside the school gate - stop safely and legally. 
 

  



 
Integration of Religious Education at St Joseph’s School: 
At St Joseph’s School, Religious Education is interwoven and 
integrated across a variety of learning areas. By delivering 
Religious Education this way, we able to provide a rich 
programme that is suitable to the individual child’s age, faith 
development and experiences. Programmes like this, also 
allows our children to grow in their knowledge and 
understanding of the teachings and beliefs of the Catholic 
Church. 
So what does Religious Education look like in the Junior School? 

 
Our focus this term is learning how we are beautifully made in 
the image and likeness of God.  We look at the uniqueness of 
each child and how they are made in love for love. We are the 
only creatures who can pass on God's love to others and 
receive God's love.  We must always treat our lives as a very 
precious gift, a taonga from God.   
 
This term the juniors are also looking at what prayer/karakia is 
and why we pray. Prayer/karakia is communicating with God 
and spending time with God. Throughout the day we make 
special times to listen to God, feel God's love/aroha, hear Gods 
word, and share our prayers with God.   
We will also be comparing ways in which Jesus's life as a child 
was similar to the lives of children today. We all have water, 
food, shelter, someone to love us, and clothes to keep warm.  
Jesus had the same, it was just that things were different in 
Jesus's time and place.   
We hope with this learning to develop the children's 
turangawaewae/sense of belonging. 

 
‘Take care of people in need’   

By Angela M. Burrin from ‘Lessons from Pope Francis For 

Children’  

One day a man asked Jesus, ‘Who is my neighbour?’ Jesus 

answered the question by telling a parable. There was a man 

who was travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho. Suddenly, 

robbers jumped out from behind some rocks. They beat him 

up, stole all of his belongings, and left him lying on the path 

almost dead. He needed help. But when a priest and then a 

Levite came by, they didn’t stop to help him. Then a Samaritan 

came along the path. He stopped, gave the man a drink, 

cleansed his wounds, put him on his donkey, and took him to 

an inn.  

Pope Francis knows that there are people everywhere who 

need help. Some don’t have enough food or a place to live. 

Some are sick, disabled, lonely or forgotten. He invites 

everyone to be a good neighbour. Read what he is saying to 

you: 

Take care of people in need… If we see someone who needs 

help, do we stop? There is so much suffering and poverty, and a 

great need for good Samaritans.  

It pleases Jesus so much when you take care of people in need. 

Every life is precious to him. Everyone is a brother or sister of 

Jesus. How can you or your family help someone in need? 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Faith in the future, Love of 

learning, Love of Life 

 

Religious Education Corner: 
 

Gospel Reflection from the First Sunday of Lent: 
 

In Sunday’s gospel reading we hear how, following His baptism, Jesus 
went out into the wilderness and remained there, fasting and praying, 
for forty days and nights. The number of days is not random: we read 
of it time and time again in the Old Testament. From Noah through to 
Moses, the number forty is used to describe a period of special 
reflection and preparation for great change. 
Jesus prepared for His ministry by fasting and praying, resisting all 
material temptations thrown His way by Satan, and focussing on more 
important spiritual matters. May we all take time to reflect upon our 
own lives during this Lenten season, put aside the pull of possessions, 
and focus more on the spiritual gifts that God is so willing to give us. 
 

Pope Francis’ Message for Lent 2018: 
“I urge the members of the Church to take up the Lenten journey with 
enthusiasm, sustained by almsgiving, fasting and prayer. If, at times, the 
flame of charity seems to die in our own hearts, know that this is never 
the case in the heart of God! He constantly gives us a chance to begin 
loving anew.” Pope Francis, Message for Lent 2018. 
 

Caritas Lent Appeal 2018: 
 

 

Each year the Lent Appeal is run by Caritas on behalf of New Zealand’s 

Catholic Bishops to support our work of charity and justice for the 

poorest and most vulnerable around the world, including in Aotearoa 

New Zealand. 

In 2018 our Lenten theme is, Let us go together, which comes from 

Venerable Suzanne Aubert’s 1885 book New and Complete Manual of 

Māori Conversation. We are personally called to go on a journey – with 

each other and with God. In the course of the journey we are changed 

and we change the world around us. 

To find out more about the work that Caritas does in our community or 

to make a donation please visit their website: www.caritas.org.nz/lent 

Sacramental Programme 2018: 
Part of growing in our faith is receiving the Sacraments.  As parents, 

you may remember preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

First Holy Communion, and Confirmation at school or in a parish group. 

The celebration of the Sacraments are joyful occasions because each 

time we receive a Sacrament we respond in a much deeper way to 

Jesus' call to discipleship. 

The Sacraments are important for each of us. In order to receive these 

wonderful gifts we have to spend some time in preparation. Here at St 

Joseph’s School we are fortunate enough to have a Sacramental 

Programme available which offers a number of ways that children are 

able to be helped in preparing to receive the sacraments of Holy 

Communion and Confirmation. 

Preparing children to receive the Sacraments always offers us the 

opportunity to deepen our own faith and commitment to the Lord. 

If this sounds like something your child might be interested in, please 

stay tuned to the next school newsletter as more information will be 

available then. 



2018 Term Dates 
 

Term 1   31 January -  13 April 
 
Term 2  30 April - 6 July 
 
Term 3  23 July - 28 September 
 
Term 4  15 October - TBC 
 
 

Public Holidays 
 

Waitangi Day  6 February 
 
Good Friday 30 March 
 
Easter Monday 2 April 
 
Easter Tuesday 3 April 
 
Queen’s Birthday 4 June 
 
Labour Day 22 October 
 

Upcoming Masses and Liturgies: 

 

*St. Joseph’s Feast Day Mass - Monday 19th 

March @ 9.15am 

*Reconciliation:  

 Intermediates - Thursday 22nd March 

@ 9.45am 

 Seniors/Middles - Thursday   22nd 

March @ 11.45am 

*Holy Thursday Easter Liturgy - Thursday 29th 

March @ 11.30am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D 

  

FOSS Meeting 

Tuesday 27 February 

7pm in the Staffroom 

 

Tuck Shop Opening on Tuesday 6 March 

Brand New Menu 

The Tuck Shop will be open on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. 

 

FOSS Mufti Days 

Friday 9 March Grocery Items for Easter Raffle  

More information to follow shortly 

 

Friday 23 March Easter Items for Easter Raffle 

More information to follow shortly 

 

Kids Go Free at Staglands on Children’s Day 

Staglands Wildlife Reserve will be celebrating 

Children’s Day on Sunday 4th March by offering FREE 

ENTRY into The Reserve for ALL CHILDREN.  

In addition to their usual attractions visitors can enjoy 

free off-road tractor-trailer rides.  So if you are looking 

for a fun Children’s day outing for the whole family; 

meet at Staglands and Connect with Nature on Sunday 

4th March.  

*Offer is not available with any other offer.   Children 

(0-16 years) must be accompanied by paying adult. 

For more information visit www.staglands.co.nz 

 

http://www.staglands.co.nz/


Policy for Parents to Review 
Home Learning 

 
 Visit the website 

http://stjosephsuh.schooldocs.co.nz/189
3.htm 

 Enter the username (stjosephsuh) and 
password (community). 

 Follow the link to the relevant policy as 
listed. 

 Read the policy. 

 Click the Policy Review button at the top 
right-hand corner of the page. 

 Select the reviewer type "Parent". 

 Enter your name (optional). 

 Submit your ratings and comments. 

 If you don't have internet access, school 
office staff can provide you with printed 
copies of the policy and a review form. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

SPORTS 

MINI BALL 

Well done to our Mini Ball Team St Joseph’s Shooters 

on their first game and first WIN! 16-6 an awesome 

game with lots of encouragement from the team.  

Special mention to the Year 8 coach Michael Brophy 

who was very supportive. 

Thanks to Conrad Simon for coaching the team.  

 

KI O RAHI 

Good luck to our Year 4/5 Ki O Rahi team representing 

our school on Tuesday at Upper Hutt College. Big 

thanks to our parent helpers on the day - without you 

we would not be able to enter a team! 

 

FLIPPERBALL 

Thanks to all the registrations for Flipperball, Games 

start next week.  

As soon as we get the draw we will let everyone know. 

Please email sports@stjosephsuh.school.nz with any 

questions.  

 

GIRLS FUTSAL FESTIVAL 

Big apologies for the last minute postponement of this 

event which was going to take place 20/2. This was 

postponed by the organisers due to the severe 

weather warnings and was beyond our control. 

There has been a new date set for this! TUESDAY 6TH 

MARCH. All other details remain the same. If your child 

was registered and now cannot make it please email 

sports@stjosephsuh.school.nz 

 

 



  



 

Week 4 Monday 
19

th
 - 

Friday 23rd 
February 

Board of Trustees Meeting (Tuesday 7pm) 
Yr 3 - 8 Girls Futsal tournament (Tuesday 9-3) 
 

Week 5 Monday 
26th 
February - 
Friday 2nd 
March 

Ki O Rahi tournament (Years 5/6) (Tuesday) 

Year 8 Gardasil Immunisation (Tuesday) 
FOSS meeting (Tuesday 7pm) 
School picnic & Movie night (Wednesday) 
Sausage Sizzle and Mufti Day to raise money for James Metcalf-Burton (Friday) 
School Assembly (Friday 10.00am) 

Week 6 Monday 5
th
 

- Friday 9
th
 

March 

Top School - 5.00pm-7.30pm (Wednesday) 
New Parents’ Drinks - St Joseph’s hall 6.30pm-8.00pm (Thursday) 
FOSS Mufti Day (Friday) 
 

Week 7 Monday 
12th - 
Friday 16th 
March 

NZEI Union meeting 1-3pm (Tuesday) Children asked to be collected from school at 12.30 

Orongomai Marae class visits (all week) 
Kaitiaki Meeting (Tuesday 7.00pm) 
School Assembly (Friday 10.00am) 
 

Week 8 Monday 
19

th
 – 

Friday 23rd 
March 

St Joseph’s Day & Mass (9.15 Monday) 

Super 8 Cricket (yr 5/6) (Tuesday) 

Board of Trustees meeting (Tuesday 7pm) 
Reconciliation Liturgy (Thursday Intermediates 9.45-10.45am, Seniors/Middles 11.45-1245) 
Psalm Sunday 
FOSS Mufti Day (Friday) 

Week 9 Monday 
26th - 
Friday 30th 
April 

Easter Liturgy; Stations of the Cross- 11.30-12.30 (Thursday) 
Easter break – school closed Easter Friday 30th (re-open Wednesday 4

th
 April) 

Week 10 Wednesday 
4th - Friday 
6th April 

Hockey (year 5/6)  9.00 - 3.00 (Thursday) 

School Assembly (Friday 10.00am) 

Week 11  Monday 9th 
- Friday 13 
April 
 

Last Day Term 1 (Friday) 



 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 



 


